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TO  THE  SHILDON  AND  EAST  THICKLEY 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen , 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Y ear 

1903— 


Population- 

The  Population  at  mid-year  in  1903  I  estimate 
at  12,326. 

The  number  of  houses  occupied  in  the  district 
at  mid-year  was  2,753,  which  yields  an  average 
of  4*47  persons  for  each  house. 


Birth  Rato  in  1903 . 


479  Births  were  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  (254  males  and  225  females)  against 
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385  in  1902.  The  average  for  the  10  preceding 
years  was  364*7. 

This  represents  a  birth  rate  of  38*8  per  1000 
of  population,  against  31*8  in  1902,  and  an  average 
of  33*1  for  the  10  preceding  years. 


Death  Rate • 

In  1903  there  were  206  deaths  registered  in 
the  district,  and  to  these  are  to  be  added  13,  of 
persons  belonging  to,  but  who  died  in  Public 
Institutions  outside,  the  district. 


The  total  to  be  dealt  with,  therefore,  is  219, 
which  represents  a  rate  of  17 '7  per  1000  of 
population. 

Of  these  114  were  males  and  105  females. 
The  deaths  under  the  age  of  1  year  numbered  87, 
equal  to  a  rate  of  7  per  1000  of  population  and  of 
181  per  1000  births  registered. 


The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  (viz,  Smallpox,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup,  Measles,  Typhus,  Enteric  and 
Continued  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea), 
numbered  33,  equal  to  a  rate  of  2*67  per  1000  of 
population  against  0*91  in  1902  and  4  in  1901. 
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Phthisis  caused  11  deaths,  equal  to  a  rate  of 
0*89  per  1000  of  population. 


The  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 
Pleurisy  numbered  41,  equal  to  a  rate  of  3*32  per 
1000  of  population. 


Pleart  disease  caused  21  deaths,  equal  to  a  rate 
of  1*7  per  1000  of  population. 

Accidents  caused  8  deaths  and  1  resulted  from 
Suicide. 


For  comparison  I  place  side  by  side  the  Vital 
Statistics  for  this  District,  the  administrative 
County  of  Durham,  and  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales. 


Per  1000  of  Population. 

Per  1000 
Births. 

Birth 

Death 

Zymotic 

Infantile 

Bate. 

Kate. 

D’th  Rate. 

Mortality  Rate 

This  District 
Administrative 

38-8 

17*7 

2-67 

181 

County  of  Durham 

35-8 

17-7 

2-01 

161 

England  &  Wales 

28-4 

15-4 

1.46 

132 

N.B. — The  administrative  County  of  Durham 
does  not  include  the  Boroughs  of  Gateshead,  South 
Shields,  Sunderland  and  West  Hartlepool. 
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The  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this 
district  but  which  occurred  in  Public  Institutions 
outside,  were, 


Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 


Tindale  Crescent, 

...  9 

County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Scdgefield 

...  1 

Union  Workhouse,  Bp.  Auckland  ... 

•  •  •  l 

Cottage  Hospital,  ,, 

...  1 

Hartlepool  Hospital 

...  1 

13 

The  following  tables  shoic 

1. — The  Mortality  in  and  belonging  to  this 
district  at  ages  specified  for  year  ending 
Dec.  31st,  1903. 


At  all 
ages. 

Under 
i  Year. 

BETWEEN 

1  &  5 

5  &  15 

15  &  25 

25  &  65 

65  &  70 

70  &  SO 

80  &  90 

219 

87 

22 

9 

8 

54 

12 

19 

8 

7 


2. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in 
1903. 


Ent.  Fever 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever 

January 

9 

14 

February... 

— 

11 

11 

O 

O 

— 

March 

2 

8 

9 

4 

1 

April 

2 

7 

30 

1 

— 

May 

— 

7 

36 

1 

— 

June 

3 

3 

10 

1 

— 

July 

2 

7 

6 

— 

— 

August  ... 

3 

16 

1 

— 

■ — • 

September 

1 

12 

3 

1 

— 

October  ... 

— 

6 

8 

1 

— 

November 

3 

7 

7 

— 

— 

December 

12 

8 

1 

Totals  (278) 

16 

105 

143 

•j* 

13 

1 

*  Includes  1  Case  notified  as  Membranous  Croup. 


3. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in  : — - 


I9°3 

1902 

1901 

1900 

^99 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

105 

98 

88 

88 

27 

14 

20 

74 

14 

47 

63 

Diphtheria 

142 

33 

3 

4 

6 

4 

— 

3 

2 

10 

16 

Croup 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Ent.  Fever 

16 

15 

39 

18 

44 

36 

34 

17 

39 

46 

196 

Puerperal'Fever 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

13 

*3 

11 

9 

8 

13 

14 

11 

12 

13 

25 

Totals 

278 

159 

141 

119 

87 

67 

68 

105 

69 

117 

305 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Smallpox, 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  this 
disease  occured  in  the  district.  Seeing  that  we  are 
on  the  direct  highway  between  Darlington  and 
Bp.  Auckland,  which  is  made  use  of  daily  by  the 
tramp  class  who  are  in  a  large  measure  responsible 
for  spreading  the  disease,  and  that  cases  were 
reported  from  both  these  towns,  as  well  as  from 
other  places  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood,  we 
’have  reason  to  be  especially  thankful  that  we 
escaped. 


ScRflot  Father. 

105  Cases  were  notified  against  98  in  1908 
and  88  in  1001.  45  Cases  were  removed  to  the 

Isolation  Hospital.  The  disease  was  for  the  most 
part  of  mild  type  and  from  the  Registrar’s  Returns 
none  seem  to  have  had  a  fatal  termination.  I  am 
much  indebted  to  some  of  the  School  Teachers  for 
their  kind  co-operation  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  this  and  other  infectious  diseases. 
1  have  been  enabled,  through  their  alertness,  on 
many  occasions  to  prevent  children  attending  school 
from  infected  houses. 


I  have,  on  a  former  occasion,  advised  that  the 
County  Council  should  appoint  Female  Inspectors 
to  visit  the  homes  of  the  people  with  a  view  to 
giving  instruction,  in  a  plain  simple  practical 
manner,  in  the  elementary  principles  of  sanitation. 
It  would  appear  that  this  authority  has  not  the 
power  to  make  such  appointments,  and  I  would 
therefore  suggest  that  this  matter  is  one  which 
deserves  the  most  serious  and  careful  consideration 
of  this  Council,  and  I  feel  sure  that  money  spent  in 
this  direction  would  be  well  spent,  provided  a 
thoroughly  efficient  tactful  person  could  be  found 
to  carry  on  the  work,  faithfully  and  with 
perseverance.  I  am  quite  convinced  in  my  own 
mind  that  a  good  woman  would  succeed  where 
Doctors  and  Male  Inspectors  fail.  And  I  am 
further  strongly  of  opinion  that  elementary 
practical  hygiene  should  be  one  of  the  subjects 
taught  in  every  school,  and  that  no  education  is 
complete  without  it. 


Diphtheria,  and  Membranous 

Croup 


There  were  142  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  1  of 
Membranous  Croup  notified,  and  of  these  8 
terminated  fatally.  The  cases  were  distributed  as 
follows  ; — 
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Old  Shildon. 

Quarry  Street 

1 

Chapel  Row. 

Church  Street 

o 

O 

Pickering  Place 

1 

Association  Street 

4 

Garden  Street 

1 

Wesley  Crescent 

2 

Brown  Street ... - 

1 

Dent  Street  ... 

1 

Stable  Eow  ... 

1 

Albert  Stret  ... 

3 

Burke  Street  ... 

2 

Sunny  dale 

3 

Metcalf  Street 

1 

Pinkney’s  Row 

2 

Nevison  Street 

2 

Lilburn  Street 

2 

Co-operative  Street  ... 

3 

Edward  Street 

4 

Auckland  Terrace 

14 

Waverley  Terrace 

1 

Elmlield  Terrace 

1 

Queen  Street  ... 

1 

Low  Garbutt  Street  ... 

3 

Cbeapside 

2 

Princess  Street 

3 

North  Terrace 

2 

Bolckow  Street 

9 

Roseberry  Terrace  ... 

1 

Vaughan  Street 
Brusselton  Blue  House 

1 

1 

45 

3L 

New  Shildon. 

East  Thickley. 

St.  John’s  Road 

1 

Mill  Street 

1 

Hackworth  Street 

1 

Mechanics’  Street 

1 

Strand  Street ... 

2 

Station  Street 

3 

Soho  Road 

2 

Redworth  Road 

4 

Adelaide  Street 

5 

East  Street 

2 

Simpson  Street 

5 

Scott  Street  ... 

O 

G 

Chapel  Street 

1 

Tomlin  Street 

5 

Magdala  Terrace 

1 

Charles  Street 

2 

Eldon  Terrace 

2 

Hildyard  Terrace 

6 

Gladstone  Terrace  ... 

1 

Beresford  Street 

5 

Eden  Terrace 

1 

Adamson  Street 

4 

Lambton  Street 

1 

Bouch  Street 

3 

All  Saints’  Road 

1 

Kimberley  Terrace  ... 

2 

Walton  Street 

1 

_ 

West  Steeet  ... 

1 

23 


44 
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The  age  periods  of  notified  cases  are  as 
follows  : — 


Under  1  year  1  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  25  25  to  05 
1  ‘  30  99  8  5 

Total  143. 


It  will  he  noticed  from  this  table  that  130  of 
the  cases  occurred  in  children  under  15  ;  and  on 
further  reference  to  those  occurring  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  15,  I  found  that  about  four-fifths  were 

o  7 

under  the  aim  of  8.  Further  investigation 
revealed  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  those 
attacked  had  been  sitting  on  the  same  form,  and 
next  to  each  other  in  School. 


The  natural  inference  from  such  evidence  is, 
that  actual  contact  in  School  is  one  of  the  main 

factors  in  the  dissemination  of  this  disease.  Bv 

•/ 

this  I  do  not  mean  to  imply,  that  attendance  at 
School,  is  the  only  cause  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease ;  for  it  is  admitted  by  the  highest 
authorities,  that  accumulations  of  filth,  neglect  of 
cleanliness  in  person  and  clothing,  overcrowding, 
bad  sanitation,  damp  subsoil,  &c.,  and  the 
prevalence  of  damp  weather,  produce  a  lowering  of 
vitality,  not  only  in  children  but  also  in  adults 
which  renders  them  an  easy  prey  to  disease — 
— producing  bacilli. 
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It  is  probable  that  some  mild  cases — the 
infectious  nature  of  which  had  not  been  recognized — 
did  attend  school  until  some  accidental  circumstance 
or  the  development  of  more  serious  symptons,  led 
to  their  detection.  And  during  all  the  time  they 
had  been  so  attending,  they  had  been  sowing 
infection  broadcast  among  their  fellow  pupils, 
which  they,  in  their  turn,  carried  to  their  own 
homes  to  repeat  the  operation  there. 

So  far  as  we  were  able  to  ascertain  by  careful 
enquiry  and  investigation,  the  milk  supply  was  not 
responsible. 

It  is  not  sufficiently  recognised  that  persons 
who  have  suffered  from  Diphtheria — though  to  the 
casual  observer  they  may  appear  to  be  quite 
recovered — still  have — very  frequently  for  months 
after  the  attack— any  number  of  the  characteristic 
bacilli  in  their  throats,  and  so  are  capable  of 
producing  the  disease  in  others. 

Bacteriological  Examination  has  proved  this 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  I  feel  quite  sure,  that  isolation 
for  3  or  4  weeks  is  not  sufficient  to  render  such 
persons  harmless  to  the  community. 

In  this  connection  I  may  repeat  what  I  have 
said  in  many  former  reports  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  efficiently  isolate  infectious  cases  in 
the  cramped  dwellings  of  the  working  classes, 
which  for  the  most  part,  are  inhabited  by  large 
families. 
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I  cannot  but  express  my  feeling  of 
disappointment  that  the  establishment  of  Isolation 
Hospitals  throughout  the  Country  has  not  been 
attended  by  that  amount  of  success  which  I  had 
hoped  for  and  believed  possible. , 

But  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  if  we  could  get 
hold  of  and  thoroughly  isolate  the  early  cases 
success  would  crown  our  efforts.  To  attain  this 
desirable  end,  we  must  have  the  earnest  co-operation 
of  the  community  by  confining  the  infectious 
patient  to  one  room,  and  by  scrupulously  avoiding 
all  unnecessary  communication  with  him,  at 
the  same  time  taking  every  precaution  recommended 
by  the  Sanitary  Officials.  And  here  I  would  like 
to  say,  the  Sanitary  Officials  instead  of  being  looked 
upon  as  the  friends  of  the  people,  too  often  are 
regarded  as  their  greatest  enemies,  when  they  are 
only  doing  what  they  believe  to  be  their  duty  and 
endeavouring  to  preserve  the  public  health. 

Frequently  after  an  infectious  illness  when  the 
Sanitary  Officer  goes  to  disinfect  the  room  in  which 
the  patient  has  been,  he  finds  that  the  patient  has 
not  confined  himself  to  one  room  but  has  been  all 
over  the  house  ;  in  such  a  case — and  it  is  not  an 
imaginary  one — to  ensure  efficient  disinfection,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  turn  the  people  out  and 
disinfect  the  whole  house  and  its  contents  instead 
of  one  room. 

In  some  cases,  too,  where  it  was  most 
desirable,  on  account  of  the  large  family,  to  have 


17 


the  patient  promptly  removed  it  was  found 
impossible  to  do  this  because  the  Isolation  Hospital 
was  already  full. 


Enteric  Fetter, 


Sixteen  cases  wTere 
distributed  as  follows  : 

In  Old  Shildon  (2) 

Brown  Street  ...  1  case 

Elm  Road  ...  1  ,, 

In  New  Shildon  (7)  I 

Lambton  Street  «...  1  case 

Craddock  Terrace  1  ,, 

Gardiner  Street  ...  3  cases 

Simpson  Street  ...  1  case 

St.  John’s  Road  ...  1  ,, 


notified  and  were 


In  Chapel  Row  (2) 

Church  Street  ...  1  case 

Edward  Street  ...  1  ,, 

In  East  Thickley  (5) 

Richmond  Street...  1  case 
Tomlin  Street  ...  1  ,, 

Adamson  Street  ...  1  ,, 

Red  worth  Road  ...  1  ,, 

Pears  Terrace  ...  1  ,, 


There  was  reason  to  believe  that  2  of  the  cases — 
who  were  working  together  in  one  of  the  Collieries — 
contracted  the  disease  there — they  both  complained 
of  certain  insanitarv  conditions  which  affected  them 
on  the  same  day,  and  they  both  developed  the  disease 
at  the  same  time.  Steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the 
filthy  conditions  complained  of,  with  satisfactory 
results.  Serious  drain  defects  were  found  in 
Craddock  Terrace,  and  a  new  sewer  was  put  in. 

Twrelve  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  and  5 
terminated  fatally — 2  died  in  their  own  homes. 
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Measles 

Prevailed  to  a  limited  extent.  Three  cases 
ended  fatally. 


Whooping  Cough . 

No  great  number  of  cases  were  met  with,  and 
no  death  was  reported  from  this  cause. 


Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery* 

There  was  no  great  prevalence  of  these  diseases, 
but  15  deaths  were  reported — 11  in  infants  under  1 
year  and  2  in  children  under  5.  Bad  feeding  and 
insanitary  surroundings  were  largely  responsible  for 
the  fatal  results. 


General  Sanitation « 

I  have  made  numerous  inspections  of  the’district 
during  the  year.  On  many  of  these  occasions  I  have 
been  accompanied  by  Mr.  Heslop,  the  Surveyor,  and 
on  3  or  4  bv  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

t/ 

County. 

Many  improvements  have  been  effected  during 
the  year  and  many  insanitary  conditions  have  been 
remedied. 
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There  are  still  far  too  many  of  the  old  type  of 
midden  privy  in  the  district,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to 
be  able  to  report  that  49  of  these  have  been  demol¬ 
ished  during  the  year  and  replaced  by  99  ash  closets 

The  Sewers  in  Back  Eldon  Terrace  and  Back 
Craddock  Terrace  were  in  exceedingly  bad  condition 
and  have  been  entirely  relaid. 

In  various  places  19  new  house  drains  have 
been  put  in.  In  several,  only  field  pipes  had  been 
previously  used. 

Back  Simpson  Street  and  Adelaide  Street  have 
been  paved  with  Scorioe  Bricks. 

Bolckow  and  Vaughan  Streets  have  been 
macadamised. 


Houses  Improved. 

1.  and  2  Hudson  Street. 

These  two  Cottages  which  have  each  2  rooms 
on  the  ground  floor  have  been  greatly  improved,  and 
have  been  raised  from  7  to  10  feet  in  height. 

The  back  yards  have  been  cemented  and  the 
midden  privy  replaced  by  ash  closets. 

3  and  4  Hudson  Street. 

A  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected 
here.  A  new  yard  has  been  provided  and  cemented, 
the  midden  privy  removed  and  two  ash  closets 
substituted.  The  kitchen  floors  have  been  cemented 
and  the  property  generally  repaired* 
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North  Terrace. 

Eight  of  these  have  been  practically  pulled 
down  and  remodelled — the  rooms  have  been  increaed 
in  height,  new  staircases  provided  and  new  cemented 
floors  laid  in  the  kitchens.  Cemented  yards  with 
separate  ash  closets  have  also  been  added. 

Houses  in  Bay  Horse  Yard. 

These  two  houses  which  were  in  very  bad 
condition  had  to  be  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
They  have  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  to  some 
extent  remodelled,  and  are  generally  very  greatly 
improved. 

York  Square. 

This  property  has  been  very  much  improved, 
and  one  house  at  the  corner  of  the  square  has  been 
added  to  the  adjoining  one.  Several  of  these 
houses  had  no  front  doors,  and  some  had  no  back 
ones — these  have  all  been  provided,  and  in  many 
cases  new  outside  pantries  have  been  erected.  The 
height  of  the  bedrooms  has  been  increased,  and  the 
kitchen  floors  have  heen  cemented.  The  large  yard 
common  to  all  has  been  asphalted,  and  the  ash  closet 
accommodation  lias  been  increased  from  6  to  10. 

Queen  Street. 

These  houses  have  been  reconstructed  and  made 
into  excellent  houses,  each  having  a  separate  yard 
and  out-offices  behind. 

Auckland  Terrace,  75  to  85  and  121  to  131. 

Each  of  these  has  been  provided  with  a  separate 
cemented  yard  and  out-offices  in  lieu  of  an  open 
ballast  yard  and  old  type  midden  privy. 
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Stable  Row. 

The  old  cottages  have  been  completely  demol¬ 
ished  and  4  new  cottages  have  been  erected. 

St.  John’s  National  School. 

Considerable  additions  and  alterations  have 
been  made  here.  The  out-offices  have  been  entirely 
re-arranged,  and  have  been  made  more  sanitary  and 
up-to-date  by  the  introduction  of  the  water  system  of 
excrement  disposal. 

Factories  and  Workshops , 

The  Act  has  been  generally  complied  with.  In 
one  case  entirely  new  out-offices  have  been  provided  ; 
in  two  others  defects  have  been  remedied  ;  in  one, 
in  consequence  of  notice  served,  the  required 
accommodation  is  about  to  be  supplied. 

Scavenging. 

This  on  the  whole  has  been  well  attended  to. 

Water  Supply, 

This  continues  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

Electric  Supply  and  Destructor, 

I  understand  that  arrangements  have  now  been 
made  for  an  early  start  with  these  works. 


Bacterial  Filter  Beds, 

This  work  is  to  be  proceeded  with  at  once. 
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RECOM  MEN  DMT  SONS. 

1.  — To  continue  the  demolition  of  Privy 
Middens. 

2.  — To  continue  the  cementing  or  asphalting  of 
open  spaces  and  back  yards. 

3.  — To  insist  on  the  raising  of  new  houses  well 
above  the  street  level,  and  to  enforce  Bye-laws  re 
concreting  of  sites. 

4.  — To  proceed  without  delay  in  the  making  of 
streets  and  back  streets. 

5.  — To  ask  for  powers,  in  cases  where  plots  of 
ground  are  laid  out  for  building  purposes,  to  insist 
on  all  roads  and  sewers  being  properly  constructed 
and  gas  and  water  mains  laid,  before  building 
operations  are  begun. 

6.  — To  insist  on  all  school  and  class-room 
floors  being  thoroughly  scrubbed  with  hot  water 
and  Carbolic  soap  once  a  fortnight,  and  that  all 
class  rooms,  &c.  shall  be  thoroughly  '"'sprayed  at 
least  once  a  week  with  some  disinfectant  flaid 
approved  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ;  and  that 
the  various  School  Managers  shall  be  required  to 
have  the  doors  and  windows  of  Schools  widely 
opened,  for  an  hour  or  two  every  day,  when  the 
weather  will  permit. 

*N.B. — A  suitable  apparatus  for  spraying  is 
supplied  by  L.  Lumley  &  Co., 

1,  America  Square, 

Minories, 

London. 


Summary  of  Worl*  done  in  Sanitary  Inspector’s 

Department  ip  1907. 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Notices  served  in  consequence  of — 


Structural  defects  in  Houses 

...  52 

Overcrowding 

...  2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

...  114 

Water  Closet  defects 

...  3 

Defective  yard  paving  . . . 

...  85 

Defective  traps 

. . .  24 

Sewers — other  faults 

...  41 

Animals  improperly  kept 

...  1 

Smoke  nuisance 

1 

Other  nuisance 

...  1 

324 

Factory  apt!  Workshop  Act. 

Notices  served,  &c.  ...  ...  2 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding,  &c. 

stoved  or  destroyed  ...  110 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 

Disease  ...  ...  151 

School  disinfected  ...  ...  1 


262 

I  have  duly  filled  in  Statistical  Forms,  which 
I  will  forward,  as  required,  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  County  Council,  &c. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  FIELDEN, 

M.O.II. 


